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Approving, Reviewing and Removing K-State 8 Course Tags 
 
K-State 8 Tags 
 
Although the K-State 8 tagging process begins in the academic units, all K-State 8 tags are 
approved by Faculty Senate.  This document provides the general guidelines for a course to be 
approved for a K-State 8 tag and also the procedures for removal of a K-State 8 tag. 
 
Tagging Criteria 
 
A course that has a K-State 8 tag must have the equivalent of at least one credit hour (University 
Handbook Section F115) of both content and grading that represent the student learning outcome 
as defined by the K-State 8 area. One or two credit hour courses may have one tag. A course of 
three credit hours or more may have at most two tags. Courses taken for less than one credit hour 
do not earn credit for a tag.  Multiple courses cannot be combined to fulfill the requirements of a 
tag.  
 
Establishing and Removing a K-State 8 Tag 
 
Adding or removing a K-State 8 tag to an existing course or proposing a new course with a K-
State 8 tag follows a standard process (see the Approval, Routing and Notification document for 
course and curriculum changes and additions).  Thus, all K-State 8 tags are approved by 
Academic Affairs (FSAA) and also Faculty Senate.  It is emphasized that these groups approve 
course titles and descriptions. It is critical that the course description and/or title contain 
language that merits the requested tag(s).  Due to academic freedom, syllabi are not approved by 
these groups.  However, these groups may request a sample syllabus to help justify a K-State 8 
tag.     
 
Review of K-State 8 Tags 
 
The K-State 8 Council is responsible for reviewing all courses with K-State 8 tags.  The general 
procedure is to review two tags per year. Thus, every tag will be reviewed on a 4-year cycle.  
The K-State 8 Council will determine the review structure as outlined below. 
  

1. The K-State 8 Council contacts colleges/schools/academic units with a list of classes that 
have the specific K-State 8 tag being reviewed.  The colleges/schools/academic units are 
asked to evaluate whether or not the tag is appropriate and may be asked to supply 
information related to the classes and tags such as syllabi, assignments, projects, exams, 



etc.  The vast majority of discrepancies are resolved through this process with either the 
academic unit and the K-State 8 Council agreeing that the tag is appropriate or the 
academic unit agreeing to remove the tag through a course change. 
  

2. In the rare event that the K-State 8 Council believes that a course should not have a tag, 
but the academic unit believes that the course should have the tag, then this class and tag 
is sent through the K-State 8 tag remediation process. 

 
K-State 8 Tag Remediation Process 
 
If the academic unit disagrees with the Council’s recommendation to remove a tag, the dispute is 
sent to Faculty Senate Academic Affairs (FSAA). FSAA may request interdisciplinary experts in 
the tagging area to evaluate the course’s ability to satisfy the disputed K-State 8 tag. 
Representatives from the academic unit, interdisciplinary experts and representatives from the K-
State 8 Council will be invited to an FSAA meeting to present their findings or reasons for the 
discrepancy. FSAA will vote whether or not to keep the tag. If Academic Affairs votes to remove 
the tag, the dispute moves to the discussion agenda of Faculty Senate for a vote. If Faculty 
Senate votes to remove the tag, the tag is removed from the course. If either FSAA or Faculty 
Senate vote to keep the tag, then the course retains the tag and the course is exempt from the next 
4 year review cycle. (See attached flowchart.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This policy supersedes previous policies related to K-State 8 tagging and criteria. 



K-State 8 Tag Review Cycle Flow Chart 
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