ENGL 200, BF B Westman

Assignment for Reseached Debate Essay (Paper #3)

Pro/Con Claims and Reasons Due: Thursday, March 28th (1 copy)

1st Draft Due: Tuesday, April 2nd (2 copies)

2nd Draft Due: Thursday, April 4th (3 copies)

Final Draft Due: Monday, April 8th by 4pm to DE108
For your third paper, you will write a researched debate essay.  The focus of the debate essay will be the social causes of teen violence.  This topic is one that reasonable people are in some disagreement about, and therefore it is worthy of debate.  The purpose of this essay is to show you understand the underlying assumptions (warrants) of an argument.  You are asked to present both sides of an argument in debate form (hence the conversational aspect) to give you practice in audience analysis, audience characterization, and identification of embedded and unannounced (assumed) elements for multiple perspectives on the topic.  The assignment grows out of the proposal essay in that you are now responsible for recognizing several claims and counterclaims and fully developing two positions, not just one.

We will use the readings selected from ASocial Causes of Teen Violence@; no additional research is required.  You do need to include two documented sources in your argument.  Successful essays for this assignment have usually been 5-6 pages long.  Keep in mind the sample model essay we reviewed in class.  Although it is not a researched debate, the debate essay on pp.67-8 of Kanning also offers an example of how to format this third essay; please double-space your paper.


Suggested steps:
1.  Given our discussions in class about the selected readings, decide how you want to present a debate (two sides) on our selected topic: What Apro/con@ position do you want to debate about the social causes of teen violence?

2.  Determine your Apro@ and Acon@ claims and three reasons for each, expressed as Abecause@ claims. (Refer to the ADefinition of Terms@ on p.59 of Kanning and to the list we=ll generate in class on Tuesday, March 26th.)  Bring one copy of your claims and reasons to class on Thursday, March 28th. 

3.  Draft your complete outline using the ADebate Essay Flow Chart@ (Kanning 57). 

4.  Draft your debate essay following the outline and the format of the sample debate essays, double-spacing your draft.  Also keep in mind the following constraints and cautions:

Constraints: 

B The essay must have some sort of introduction that : a) introduces the characters and their points of view on the topic, and b) sets the scene and explains where and why these people have come together to talk about this topic.  (This opening is fictional; you can make it up.)

B The characters must speak in well-developed paragraphs that include reasons, examples, and evidence for the claims made by each speaker.  Each character=s words must be planned and crafted.  Thoughtful and deliberate (not spontaneous or casual) writing is the goal, as if the characters had revised and edited their spoken words for publication.

B No one will Awin@ the debate.  That is, no one view ought to seem more intelligent, persuasive, or inclusive than the other(s).  The purpose of this paper is present, fully and fairly, a difficult issue under debate.  Winning that debate is not the point at this time.

B Consequently, no one may make stupid or uncharacteristic statements.  No one may deliver throw-away lines or transitions like: AHow true; tell me more@ or AIs that true?@ or AI see.@
B The conclusion must summarize the points of view without claiming one better or worse than the others.

Cautions:

B Avoid choosing characters in unequal power situations (for example, coaches and students), where one character might have trouble breaching decorum to disagree with the more powerful character, resulting in a lopsided argument.

B You can choose a casual setting (a bar or dorm room), but you must create dialogue that is formal enough to satisfy the assignment.  No matter who is talking or in what setting, the debate should be more like written prose than conversational English.

 Bring two copies of your draft to class on Tuesday, April 2nd for peer review: one to hand to me and one to use in class.

5.  Revise your draft again.  Bring three copies of your revised draft to class on Thursday, April 4th: one to hand to me and two to share with fellow readers.

6.  Place the final draft, your outline, your first draft, all readers= comments, and all your notes for the paper in a file folder, with your name on the label.  Turn in the folder by 4pm on  Monday, April 8th  to DE 108.



NOTE: You will lose your right to revise this paper for a higher grade if you miss the peer review sessions (Wednesday and Friday during class) or if you come to class without drafts or without the required number of drafts.  

Make copies of your draft before class.  You will not be allowed to use class time to make copies.

If you have questions at any point in the writing process, feel free to set up an appointment to discuss your progress on the paper.  My office hours are T, U 8-9 am and by appointment; we can also discuss some issues over email (westmank@ksu.edu).

