Lessons Plans for the Letter to the Portfolio Reader

Day 1

Goals:  Introduce paper #5, review Expos skills and strategies, identify real-world application of skills, and begin invention work.

(  Introduce paper assignment

Objective of Letter to Portfolio Reader:  This assignment asks the student to consider and review the skills acquired in Expository Writing.  The student should be able to describe and explain the importance of the previously acquired skills and strategies and cite examples of those skills and strategies from their own writing.  Additionally, this assignment asks the student to identify the real-world application of the skills.

(  As a class, review skills acquired in Expos via each paper assignment.  

Evaluation Essay

-Criteria for a good argument


Clear focus on a single topic


Clear, explicit claim


Clear organization


Awareness of audience


Appropriate tone


Incorporating credible, relevant evidence


Acknowledging opposing views


Establishing writer credibility

Proposal Essay


Clear claim and stated reasons


Finding audience-based reasons

Developing a Justification: claims, evidence, and explanation for why proposed solution is best for stated problem


Acknowledgment and rebuttal of opposing views

Debate Essay


Clear claim and stated reasons



Developing 2 sides of an argument


Finding warrants


Rebuttal of Argument


Supporting Claim and stated reasons with 3-Ex strategy


Tagging and Incorporating Sources in one’s own writing


Using proper MLA citation

Persuasive Research


Clear claim and stated reasons


Locating credible, relevant sources


Appealing to pathos, logos, ethos


Acknowledging and rebutting opposing views


Audience awareness


Evaluating sources for credibility

(  Group activity


In small groups assign each group a pair of skills.  Students should be able to describe each skill, explain their importance, and identity where beyond the Expos classroom these skills may apply.  Upon completion, each group will present their skills and real-world application findings to the class.


EX:  Skills:  Developing 2 sides of an argument and Establishing writer credibility


        Instructions:



  Describe each skill



  Explain why each skill is important



  Besides the Expos classroom, where else might one use these skills or strategies?


EX:  Skills:  Evaluating sources and using credible evidence


EX:  Skills:  Audience Awareness and appropriate tone

(  Invention work


Use workbook page 123 for invention questions.  


Additional questions to ask:

(  Of the skills we’ve reviewed, which ones do you find most helpful? Why?

(  In what ways might you use these skills in the future? In other classes? In a future career?

Day 2

Goals: Locate examples of learned skills from students’ individual papers, complete outline, begin drafting letter.

(  Students should locate relevant examples of skills acquired from their previous essays.

(  Complete Letter to Portfolio Reader Outline

I. Introduction

a. Introduce yourself as a writer

b. State your claim and 3 reasons

II. Body

a. First reason

1. Explain why skill is important

2. Find examples from essays

3. Provide explanation of your examples

4. Concluding statement

b. Second reason

1. Explain why skill is important

2. Find examples from essays

3. Provide explanation of your examples

4. Concluding statement

c. Third reason

1. Explain why skill is important

2. Find examples from essays

3. Provide explanation of your examples

4. Concluding statement

III. Conclusion

a. Areas/skills still in need of improvement

b. Restate claim and reasons

c. Explain how/where these skills can be applied outside the Expos classroom

(  After completing outline, students should begin to draft letter for the remainder of the class.

(  Typed draft due next class period.

