
McCain Performance Series





Offer a live professional performing arts series by presenting a wide 
variety of artists and attractions at the highest artistic standard in a 
multitude of genres.

KEY ACTIVITY 1: 

Short Term Key Outcome: 
-Increase the number of performances in the McCain Performance Series 
from 15 per season in 2007 - 2008 school year to approximately 30 per 
season.

-Increase the presenting budget for artist fees from approximately 
$250,000 to over $1,000,000 in that same time frame.
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Robert Irvine



Robert Irvine
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Provide patrons varied, unique professional performing arts experiences 
that go beyond the McCain stage. 

KEY ACTIVITY 2:

Short Term Key Outcome: 
Program a McCain Performance Series event in the K-State Student 
Union, First United Methodist Church, Kirmser Hall, and The Wareham 
Opera House.



SLIDE OF EVENT IN UNION 



SLIDE OF EVENT IN CHURCH



SLIDE OF EVENT IN KIRMSER



Cyrus Chestnut



Offer daylong live performing arts trips in the local region such as 
outings to the Symphony in the Flint Hills and to Kansas City to see 
Broadway shows not available in the local community.

KEY ACTIVITY 2 (unique professional performing arts experiences)
Short Term Key Outcome: 



In partnership with the Beach Museum, McCain Auditorium will offer an 
arts adventure trip with opportunities for entertainment and engagement 
in another region of the country. 

KEY ACTIVITY 2
(unique professional 
performing arts 
experiences)

Short Term Key Outcome: 







Strengthen the Auditorium’s ability to financially sustain its performance 
series and engagement programs through: 

a. Corporate and  foundation sponsorships and grants. 

KEY ACTIVITY 3

Short Term Key Outcome:

-Increase corporate sponsorship income from approximately $25,000 in 
2007 per season to $100,000. 

-Begin promoting Educational Programs sponsorship opportunities.
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KEY ACTIVITY 3 (strengthen financial stability)

Short Term Key Outcome:

b. Increase Friends of McCain monies from $25,000 per year in 2010 to 
$125,000 per year. 
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ü A. Development: Work with K-State administration and Foundation to 
create a Development Director position to work on major gifts for several 
non-constituent units including McCain Auditorium.

ü B. Administrative: Hire one additional part time employee. 

ü C. Technical: Hire one additional full time employee.

ü D. Marketing: Outsource digital and social marketing.

Short Term Key Outcomes: 

KEY ACTIVITY 4:
Increase staff positions and other resources to strengthen the 
ability for McCain Auditorium to serve its mission.



McCain Auditorium will provide audiences and artists pleasing aesthetic 
experiences with appropriate spaces and amenities.

Short Term Outcome:
Renovate the interior of the auditorium to include replacement of the stage 
floor, lighting dimmer equipment, sound system upgrade and replacement, 
and repair of the moveable ceiling. 

Preliminary plans will be developed for a major renovation and expansion 
of public spaces of the auditorium.

KEY ACTIVITY 5:



SLIDE: STAGE FLOOR





McCain Auditorium     Re-imagined

• Replace existing lobby with 24,000 sq. ft., 2 level structure

• Enhanced amenities and increased social engagement spaces

• Expanded spaces for K-State, Manhattan, and Fort Riley communities to connect

• $11 million project cost, 100% funded by private support

• Approved to  begin fundraising based on positive feasibility study (close to half of project cost 
will be funded by fewer than 40 families)









Short Term Key Outcomes:
a. Increase incentives for K-State students to attend McCain Performance 

Series events.

1. Work with Honors Program to incentivize student attendance with
free voucher program. 

2. Work with the Graduate School to offer discounted tickets and
networking opportunities.

KEY ACTIVITY 6:
Promote creative research through the performing arts on campus and 
throughout the region and world at large.



Slide of Honors Studentes
Cap Steps and grad 
students 



Short Term Key Outcomes:

b. Encourage K-State faculty to integrate McCain Performance Series 
events into their curriculum.

1. Work with the College of Arts and Sciences and other departments
by offering engagement activities and discounted tickets to the
students and faculty who discuss diversity issues in their classrooms. 

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)





Short Term Key Outcomes:

c. Connect McCain Performance Series artists directly to K-State students in 
non-performance settings. 

1. Offer at least 2 engagement activities with artists from the
performance series to K-State students throughout the season
(workshops, seminars, etc.)

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)





d. Connect McCain Performance Series artists directly to the immediate 
community (schools, businesses, senior centers, etc.) in non-performance 
settings.

Bring an artist into the community for a workshop or seminar.

Short Term Key Outcome: 

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)







f. McCain Auditorium will provide patrons additional educational and 
engagement opportunities that go beyond the performances.

McCain Conversations, the informal pre-event talks hosted by K-State 
faculty members or other community experts designed to inform and 
engage audiences, will expand from a few occurring per season to at least 
12 per season.

Short Term Key Outcome:

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)
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g. Collaborate with other campus departments and outside entities on 
research projects that use the arts as a transformational agent.

Work with the School of Music, Theatre and Dance, the College of 
Education, USD 383, Beach Museum of Art, Kevin Spencer and the Flint Hills 
Summer Fun Camp to research the effectiveness of using a multitude of 
creative arts therapies simultaneously when working with children on the 
Autism spectrum. 

KEY ACTIVITY 6
Short Term Key Outcome: 





h. McCain Auditorium, K-State Libraries, and the Beach Museum of Art will 
work as a consortium to provide regular opportunities for creative research 
across campus and the community. Research will center around shows at 
McCain and exhibits at the Beach Museum and K-State Libraries with 
curriculum connections.

Short Term Key Outcome: 

Develop collaborative projects promoting universitywide creativity by 
partnering with Beach Museum and K-State Libraries on a biennial basis 
under the moniker of “Creativity Illuminated.”

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)





Short Term Key Outcome: 

Under the leadership of the Beach Museum of Art, McCain Auditorium 
becomes a founding partner of the Prairie Studies Initiative, bringing 
disciplines in the arts and sciences together to explore cultural and 
ecological dimensions of the prairie.

KEY ACTIVITY 6: (creative research)





Work with preK-12 educators to facilitate learning through the arts, thereby 
improving academic and social outcomes through the live performing 
arts. 

a. Offer free student matinees to expand learning, expand cultural 
awareness and to inspire students and educators alike.

KEY ACTIVITY 7:

Short Term Key Outcome:
Offer 4 free educational matinees per year to school children grades K-6, 
serving approximately 5,000 children per season. 





Insert cute pictures of kids



b. Work with preK-12 educators to provide students discounted tickets 
and networking opportunities surrounding McCain Performance Series 
shows with curricular connections.

KEY ACTIVITY 7 (Work with preK-12 educators):

Identify one show per season appropriate for discounted tickets and 
networking opportunities. 

Short Term Key Outcome:



Habib KoitéTuesday, October 13 3



Habib KoitéTuesday, October 13 3



c. Develop professional development strategies for K-12 educators to use 
the arts in their classrooms to facilitate learning in all academic areas.

Study/performance guides for free matinee shows will be sent to 
educators. 

Short Term Key Outcome:

KEY ACTIVITY 7 (Work with preK-12 educators):





Short Term Key Outcome:

d. Work with Office of Military Affairs, and Institute for the Health and 
Security of Military families to strengthen the resiliency of soldiers/veterans 
and their families through the performing arts.

-Invite soldiers and their families to McCain Auditorium with substantially 
discounted tickets and facilitate social/networking activities. 2 events 
per season.

-Occasionally bring an artist to Fort Riley to interact with soldiers or their 
families or to the community to interact with veterans.

KEY ACTIVITY 7 (Work with preK-12 educators):
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